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                        Power Up Gambia Founder Finalist for Teen Choice Award

Chadds Ford, PA – 2008 - Kathryn Cunningham, founder of the non-profit Power Up Gambia, is a finalist for the “Do Something” Award at Teen Choice 2008. Teen Choice 2008, hosted by actress Miley Cyrus, will be aired on Fox Television Network on August 4.  Last summer the Teen Choice Awards were the most watched hour of television. 

           This year for the first time, the “Do Something” award will be part of the Teen Choice awards. Do Something.Org honors US and Canadian citizens under 25 who saw a problem in the world and chose to “do something” about it. Teen internet voting at www.teenchoiceawards.com will decide the “Do Something Award” winner, who will receive $100,000 for their cause.

          Cunningham founded Power Up Gambia in 2006, after volunteering at the Sulayman Junkung General Hospital in Bwaiam, The Gambia.  While there she saw suffering caused by a lack of power at the hospital.  Cunningham returned home to Chadds Ford, PA to found the non-profit in order to raise $300,000 to install solar panels at the hospital.  

          Currently Power Up Gambia is providing 60 solar panels and 5 trackers to the hospital.  The trackers will position the solar panels toward the sun, providing maximum efficiency.  Power Up Gambia plans to install solar equipment at the hospital by September, 2008.  

           Longer term, Power Up Gambia plans to continue providing solar power to health care 

facilities in the Gambia.                 
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